People and Perspectives

= CONOMICS Is sometimas called “the dismal sc-
ance,” but It becomes amything but dismal when
filtered throwgh the mind of University of Chicago
professar Steven Levitt. The topdcs that this
Harvard-educated economist writes about indude
teachers who fix test results, sumo wrestlars who
throw matches, and drug dealers who lhe with
their mothers. In the process he has becoma a
lightening rod for controversy.

In Levitt's view, economics is 3 sclence with excel-
lanit tools for gaining answers but a serious short-
age of Interesting questions. His particular gift ks
the ability to 2=k such guestions. When asked why
he Investigates such problems as cheating sumao
wrestlers, he replied, “Because it's fun. The kind
of problems | like are problems which look kard
bat are easy. Finding cheaters often has that
characteristic.”

A popular approach to his research was published
in 2005 In a book entitled Freohonomlcs:

A Rogue Econowmist Explores the Hidden Side

of Evarything, which Levitt cowrote with
Stephen | Dubner. The book refars to
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Levitt as a “rogue” economist, meaning he Eddes
eConomic lsswes In an uncomventional way. As he

explains,

k&when the book calls me
a rogue, we mean it in
the ‘mischievously play-
ful' sense. . . . The
rogue | have in mind
is someone who strays
from the subjects
deemed appropriate for
an economist, fails to
treat economics with
the necessary sense
of seriousness. .. .§§

acking for Understanding
xplaining According to Levitt, what is the
main problem with shudying ecomnomics?
1. Analyring What is meant by the term
“rogue econsmist,” and why does Levitk
consider himself ona?
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